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_ st that's been around
A over 50 years1s GT op Trirasm
Over the years these v probably
J the most over—used letters m auro
. pry, but Italy is where they !WH.THL ald jo
fhout being asked il you were present at your chi
birth and replying with less tl’ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬁlmmllaﬂ'
fervour regarding the conception i very relevant
Cisitalia was in on both octasions when the term
was comed. .

Even by the carly 1950s very few people had
of a Csiralia let alone seen one, but when the Ne
¥York Museum of Modern Art drew up a shorthst
cars that displaved ‘Excellence as works of art', th
thie top was a Crsstabia and ir wenr on show.

The company was the bpunchild of Piero Dis

ML, s



‘about 100 were coupes
like this one

'202DF coupe s one of
only five made and is
fitted with the unusual
2.5-litre marine engine by
BPM. Most 202s had Fiat
Millecento engines

“Encouraged, Dusio became bolder and
adapted the frame of the D46 for a road
car, which he called the 2027
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| remember it well, Inventions that
 Serabbie, McDonalds and lsrael,
on was in, and car-makers had

w technology to play with, so the
pes of these two Cisitalias might be
Some menufacturers of the penod
e-yaive engines, cycle wings, and
eadlights. From an era when 2ase
nce was part of the designer's brief,
 makes a practical - if exceadingly
iy rare encugh to be very special at
its yet not too expensive o oun

s move, their venerable ages sneak
jation. Ironically, the faster we make
» more we are restricted, In their
Cisitalias

The stesring is low-geared o avoid being too
heavy at parking speeds. The sitting position is
legs splayed and pedal action is typically
primitive of the penod. For a 1948 car, handling
and roadhalding are very good, helped no doubt
by the Michelin XZX rubber, It cruises wel| at a
gentle pace, especially with the 1op down in tha
Italian sun. Wonderful, but you nead some period
Raybans to match the 1940s kit

The red car, the 2020F from 1952, weighs a
[ittle more at 900kz but with a 160bhp,
2.B-litre, four-cylinder motor Is easier to drive -
not becauss of the extra top end power that can
take it to an optimistically claimed 134mph
{216kmyh) — but because of the torque. It also

has some very aarly Yveber

1 Chisitalia) |n their heyday the DCOE carbs and is one of only
ply roads Cisitalias EﬁjD'fEd four or five bullt, The structure
y and braking were consists of a steel tube

only did at each E!I'I'tpl‘j roads. spaceframe and steel

irmey Accelerating and  monocogue. fts two-seater

s car is the older of braking were th'sngs alloy coachwork has plenty of

5 8 202 Cabniolet

boot capacity and Inoks

rdered new in you only did at @ach eautitul in dark red with its
oncours d'elegance  end of a journey.?”  big alloy fuel cap and bive

he chrome

; 1100 Fiat engine is nearer 1200 al

5 light alloy cylinder head was quite

rthe post=War penod, and pawer s

ho &t 5, 500rpm = encugh for almost

fith (ts steal floorpan and pretty Pinin
body, the Cabriobet’'s all-up weight is
This all sounds rather good until you

with a Jaguar XK120 of the period

hatl as much, was a great deal faster

enor car in most respects.

el [id tips open to the left or right -
The fusl tank is located on the front

il theme is no bootlid, just a spare

ing. This makes for very difficult

e hoot compartment via the interior,

ihan the hood is lolded down

-are beautiful, as is the lovely intenor

ber knobs and amber key fob. The
feels rigid and gives a comfy if firm
positicn is okay, with the steening

cipse. Gearbox synchromesh is only

| and 4th, necessitating a bit of

| soimie double-declutching. More

: footwork is required for toe-heeling
muator running at low rpm when cold.
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interior; although the sitting
pasition has the pedals too close. The
independent rear suspension with inboard rear
brakes was guite a feature for half a century
ago. The front suspension has a transverse laaf
spring making up the top wishbanes and is shod
with 165/400 Pirelll Cinturatos. Rear
suspension Is de Dion with leaf springs. Stearing
is very low-geared to lighten the load, and the
drum brakes eventually stop the car ina
surprisingly straight line,

The Cisitalia 202s were advanced

and ambitious cars for Italy's struggling
post=War period, when utilitarianism was &
high prority. RG

—

et

small fins on the tail, became knows as the Nuvelin Spider
The road-going 202 was clothed in a beautiful, contemporary
coupe body by Pinin Farina, hence its inclusion in the New
York exhibition. And we were able to try one

Our featured coupes include one of 153 2025 builr, of
which about 100 were closed cars and would normally be
fitred with the Abarth breathed=upon Fuar 1100 unit. The
other is even scarcer: lift the bonnet of this car and an
extremely unusual umy 1= revealed. Chassis 189 has a 2.5-htre
marine engine by BPM thar develops 160bhp at 5,300rpm,
endowing it with considerable extra performance, Only five of
these versions, designated 202DF were built. The first had
been displayed at the 1952 Geneva Show and incarporated a
four —-'-.;1|:|_'.j gearbox with modified Lancia Aurelia de Dion
TEAr SUSPEnsion.

Performance versions of the 202 coupe were designed by
Savonuzzi and featured advanced serodynamics at the rear. The
first car, though, a “standard’ 202, is an example of Pimin Fanna
styling that kick-started a whole generation, Thas 15 the car that
brought the world the term GT, and the car shape that was
spon to lead Finin Fanna to design the Lancia Aurelia GTT
Hemee it gave hirth 1o virmually every other coupe thereaiter.

For our third car we had o travel to Bassano town, where
Lugs Bonfant: kindly enabled us to expenience a 202

cabriolet. It 1= reckoned thar about 34 of these open cars

were made and although designed

by Pinun Farina they were

contracted our to
e Vignale and Farina for

construction, Others
L were bult by

Castagna and Fruoa.
The exquusite
deraling of our cabriolet

design. Later cars had one-piece screens and 3

would have allowed the onginal owner 1o display the car to
full effect at events such as the Villa d'Este concours. The
production period for the 202 was 1948 to 1952 and little was
done 1o change the cars durnng this hme except updatng.
The whste car 18 an early example; chassis 0895C (Sport
Compenizione specification) with motor 21 1. Later cars
receved 3 one=piece windscreen, a less—complex grille and
chromium bumpers.

So, little was done to change the lines of the 202 dunng its
lifetime = nothing was really required — bur huge problems

had beset Dusio. He had an idea to build the most advanced

BT ‘l‘.i-!| of his

Grand Prix car ever and, 1o help him, spent 2 |a

fartune persuading the post-War Allies to let Dr Porsche out
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of custody in France. Porsche was needed because the car
ta have complex suspension, supercharging, and four-whe
drve. It proved ro be a disaster, consuming Dusio’s capatal
and forcing bum 1o Argennina, where he starred Autoar anc
actually got one GP car to run.

Meanwiule, back in Italy a Cisitalia sportscar, simalar tc
the 202 but not as pretty, was introduced. This was the 30°
DE but the line was failing and only half<hearted attempe:
were made to keep it going. By 1961-65 the company nam
was artached to a Fiat 600-based coupe with 750/850 cc
engines, but thar was a dying breath.

Ithough the name faded away into general obscurity
nothing will ever be able o take away from Cisitabia the fa
that it provided the conception and birth of Italy'dflaim t

ABOVE: A 202 Nuvolari
complete with rear fins.
BELOW: This coupe was
spotted for sale in a showroom
near Lake Como. Note the
delicate door handles




